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Biographie of Sebastian Schnuelle
Sebastian Schnuelle, 39, is the 2009 Yukon Quest Champion and record-breaker as well (9d, 23h, 20m). He has earned his reputation as a great musher and dog man, 
as well as a great person. In the 2007 Quest he was awarded both the Humanitarian Award for assisting mushers on Eagle summit and the Veterinarians’ Choice award 
for superb dog care. When his friend William Kleedehn fractured his thigh in the 2004 Quest, Sebastian had his “signature” locks shorn and sold as individual ponytails 
to raise money to help pay for his friend’s expenses.

Sebastian was born in Wuppertal, Germany and grew up in Friedeburg “Ostfriesland“. Until 1995 he was an industrial mechanic with Mercedes-Benz and also studied 
environmental engineering. That year he took a leave of absence from work “to seek adventure”, traveling to Ontario, Canada. At one point, he had a ride on a dogsled 
and was “hooked”. Subsequently, he moved to the Yukon Territory, Canada, met an Alaskan Husky named Blue, and started a dogsled tour company (www.bluekennels.de) 
which he has expanded into a successful business. Although he failed to finish the 1999 Yukon Quest in his rookie attempt, from 2005 he continued to improve his 
finishing position. In 2005 he placed 9th, 2006 6th, 2007 7th and 2009 1st. (In 2008 he guided a film crew for the Quest and didn’t race). Since 2005 he has also run 
the Iditarod “back to back” with the Quest and has continued to improve his standings here as well. In 2005 38th, 2006 35th, 200722nd, 2008 10th, and 2009 2nd!!
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